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ent to have a large body of "British troops locked
up in the Sudan.
Definite orders were issued for a retreat as
far as Wadi Haifa, and for twelve years the
Sudan was abandoned to the Dervishes. On
June 20, 1885, the Mahdi died suddenly of
small-pox at Omdurman; a huge tomb was
raised over him, which became the sacred
shrine in the eyes of his followers. He be-
queathed his power to Abdullah, one of his
four Khalifas, whose unamiable personality
will be discussed later.